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  How We Help

  
          
        Modernise, innovate and accelerate your business transformation with Version 1. For customers seeking a true partner who will make a real difference to their businesses with IT, Version 1 offers the specialist knowledge, experience and expertise to make it happen.
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                What are the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines?            

            
                The Web Content Accessibility Guidelines (WCAG) cover a wide range of recommendations for making web and mobile content accessible to everyone, including those with visual, auditory, mobility or cognitive impairments. They are developed and published by the World Wide Web Consortium (W3C), in cooperation with individuals and organisations around the world. The latest guidelines, WCAG 2.1, were recommended in June 2018. This post will focus on what UK and Ireland Public Sector organisations will need to consider when developing web content in order to promote accessibility to everyone and remain compliant with WCAG and EU Directive standards.

Compliance Deadlines:

	New public sector websites must conform by 23rd September 2019.
	All public sector websites by 23rd September 2020.
	All public sector mobile apps by 23rd June 2021.


What is the European Web Accessibility Directive?

The EU Accessibility Directive was created to guarantee that all public sector organisation websites and apps are accessible, using existing accessibility standards. Aiming to unify the standards throughout all EU member states, the directive ensures all members have a process in place for testing and an on-going commitment to accessibility going forward. Overall, the directive goes a long way toward establishing uniform rules for online accessibility within the EU.

Why is accessibility important?

Making web content accessible benefits everyone. When we consider people with physical impairments, we tend to think of those with major and permanent disabilities. While taking these into account is not only ethical but promotes equal access and equal opportunity, in reality, we have all faced some sort of impairment throughout our lives. Whether we have reduced hearing due to a crowded room, only one available hand with our morning coffee in the other, or are recovering from a temporary eye injury, impairments can prevent us from accessing content in the standard way. Organisations risk excluding a significant portion of people by not applying accessibility standards.

To summarise, every public sector website must conform to both the Web Content Accessibility Guidelines and the European Web Accessibility Directive by ensuring their websites are compliant by the dates above.

What does this mean for my organisation?

Passed in October 2016, the directive requires that all public sector bodies ensure that their websites and applications are accessible to everyone. The directive refers to required standards to make websites more accessible, such as text for images or ensuring that a website can be browsed without a mouse. As a result, organisations must ensure that their websites and applications conform with the regulations set out by WCAG and the EU directive, by the dates highlighted below:

	New public sector websites must conform by 23rd September 2019.
	All public sector websites by 23rd September 2020.
	All public sector mobile apps by 23rd June 2021.


“Everyone should benefit from the opportunities offered by the internet and fully participate in the digital society.”  – European Commission


What are my next steps?

Application Modernisation continues to play a key role in ensuring legacy systems meet these guidelines, increasing accessibility of web content across a range of platforms such as desktops, laptops, tablets and mobile devices. Version 1’s approach to Application Modernisation enables you to ensure that the capabilities of your applications are in sync with both your current and future business requirements. With unique IP and established methodologies, we can help modernise your applications, making them more agile and responsive to industry needs, while protecting your existing investments. If your website currently doesn’t meet WCAG and EU Directive standards, Version 1 can ensure you meet and exceed all accessibility guidelines.

Ensure your organisation is compliant by the dates highlighted in this post, and get in touch with Version 1 below.
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                          Why Modernise Existing and Legacy Applications?

            In this webinar, Roger Whitehead, Version 1 UK Advisory Services, presented on building a business case for Application Modernisation, as opposed to full replacement. Download now to watch the webinar.

                Watch Webinar
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                  Are you ready to Modernise? Take our quiz to find out!
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                Blog:
                    August 2, 2023                

                Agile App Development: Mobile Trading for Sucden Financial

                
                        Leading multi-asset execution, clearing and liquidity provider Sucden Financial wanted to provide a modern app that would allow consumers to Trade on the go. With a growing demand for multi-platform trading...
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                News:
                    June 28, 2023                

                Version 1 Awarded Global Microsoft Partner of the Year Award

                
                        Read time: 7 mins
IT service provider Version 1 has been awarded a prestigious accolade by Microsoft for its work with National Highways to improve safety across motorways and major A roads in England. ...
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                Blog:
                    June 28, 2023                

                Version 1 Celebrates Winning Global Microsoft Partner of the Year Award

                
                        We are absolutely delighted to share the news that Version 1 has won a Global Microsoft Partner of the Year Award in the category of Modernizing Applications! This is a huge achievement for the team, and...
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                        Talk to us about modernising your existing applications and websites                    
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